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The Ohio State University Wins the Great Lakes Regional 

 

With a clean sweep of the 

competition, Ohio State took the 

Great Lakes Regional Tournament 

trophy home to Columbus, Ohio 

and earned themselves a bid to 

Columbus, Georgia and the NCSA 

World Series tournament.   

 

The 3
rd

 seeded Buckeyes defeated 2-

seed and #2 nationally ranked 

Grand Valley State University in 

their first game of the tournament 

3-0 on Saturday morning.   

 

While these teams were competing, 

another great game was taking place 

on Field 1.  The top seed and 

national #1 University of Illinois 

was falling to a quick 10-2 hole to 

the At-Large Bid, 4
th

 seeded, and 

national #13 Miami University of 

Ohio.  This deficit wasn’t 

intimidating to the Fighting Illini 

as they battled back to 10-9, but in 

the end, they couldn’t quite recover 

and Miami took the win. 

 

These morning results made for a set of 

interesting games in the afternoon.  In the 

elimination game were the top seeds in the 

tournament as well as in the nation, 

Illinois against Grand Valley State.  On the 

other field was a Great Lakes – East battle 

of Ohio State versus Miami, two teams who 

see each other three times every year.  

Illinois pitching was able to keep the 

talented GVSU bats as cold as the near-

freezing temperatures in Indianapolis, 

Indiana as they handled the Lakers 6-1. 
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On Field 2, Miami looked confident 

against an Ohio State team that they 

had beaten in two of their three 

meetings during the regular season.  

Having such familiarity with one 

another led to a tight game and 

ultimately a 1-1 tie heading into the 

bottom of the 7
th

 inning.  This is where 

the home team Ohio State ended the 

game with a walk-off sacrifice fly to 

earn the win 2-1.  Not only was this 

victory elating for a team motivated to 

take back control of the head-to-head series, but it also game OSU a bye and 

seat in the Championship. 

 

Sunday morning featured a 

matchup of the two 1-1 teams in 

the tournament, Illinois and Miami, 

with the winner earning a bid to 

the NCSA World Series as well as 

the final seat in the Regional 

Tournament Championship.  Miami’s 

pitching rotation was depleted 

and so bringing in a first-timer to 

the rubber against the top team in 

the nation seemed like a dangerous 

idea, but one of necessity.  The 

Illinois bats were confused by the 

off-speed pitches the first time 

through the order but were ready 

for their second “Ups.”  Their 

steadily consistent pitching also 

contributed to a comfortable 11-1 

win. 
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Fresh off of a confidence-building win, Illinois 

faced off with Ohio State, knowing that they 

would need to beat the Buckeyes twice to take 

the Championship trophy home.  OSU Pitcher 

Sophia Bolser (shown to the left, holding 

Championship trophy) and the team had a 

different idea in mind.  Great softball was 

played by both sides as Ohio State built a lead 

and attempted to hold onto it for the win.  

Illinois continued to battle until the end, but 

the Buckeyes took home the title with a 4-2 win.  

Pitching all 3 games for the Champs, Sophia 

threw a total of 21 innings and allowed only 3 

runs to be scored.  As the saying goes, “defense 

wins championships.” 

 

Team President Chrissy Rankin (pictured to the 

left, lower picture) spoke after the game about 

the team’s mindset that helped lead them to 

victory.  “Our goals for the season were to win our Conference, win 

Regionals, and go on to Nationals. To achieve these goals, we really 

focused on playing within ourselves, meaning not letting outside factors 

affect our playing, and to have fun. If you heard us while on the field 

during our games this past weekend, we stressed having fun so much, it 

relaxes the girls and reinforces the reason of 

why we are playing.  When we had to play with 

eight girls against EKU for the third game [of 

the Conference Series], our shortstop, Julia, 

found a little toy Army man on the field. On 

that day we called him our ‘9th Man’ to help us 

with our focus. We brought him to Regionals 

where our ‘9th Man’ became our little mascot 

and reminder to have fun for the weekend.”  

 

Ohio State and Illinois will both represent the Great Lakes Region at the 

2013 NCSA World Series tournament in Columbus, Georgia which starts on 

May 17
th

.  Best of luck to both teams! 

 

Mitch Conner 

Sports Information Director 

Mitch.Conner@CollClubSports.com 


